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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1905.  My  term 
of  office  expired  at  the  end  of  September,  1905,  when  I  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  de  Jong.  Under  these  circumstances,  of  the 
alternatives  offered  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  by  your 
request,  instead  of  presenting  two  separate  reports,  Dr.  de  Jong 
has  incorporated  his  report  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  year 
in  mine. 

Our  district  consists  of  a  central  village,  with  agricultural 
surroundings.  The  central  position,  itself  somewhat  hilly,  is 
surrounded  by  plain  lands  on  all  sides.  The  population  consists 
mainly  of  a  residential  portion,  in  business  either  at  Manchester 
or  Warrington,  of  local  operatives  (fustian  cutters),  of  operatives 
living  in  the  district  and  working  outside  it,  and  finally  of  an 
agricultural  portion. 

The  house  accommodation  throughout  the  district  is 
adequate,  and  in  all  cases  fit  for  habitation.  The  open  space 
around  the  houses  is  ample,  and  the  surroundings  of  the 
dwellings  clean. 

Plans  of  all  new  buildings  must  be  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  Urban  District  Council. 


4 


During  the  last  year  28  new  houses  have  been  put  up, 
chiefly  of  the  detached  or  semi-detached  villa  class.  No  houses 
have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  occupation. 

During  the  last  12  months  the  total  number  of  deaths  has 
been  68  ;  of  these  eight  were  of  residents  occurring  in  public 
institutions  outside  the  district.  The  net  death-rate  is  12*8  for 
the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  on  record. 


Analysing  and  Comparing. 


1904.  1905. 


Bronchitis 

•  «  •  »  •  • 

16 

...  8 

Phthisis 

*  •  •  •  •  ♦ 

5 

...  4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

5 

4 

Pneumonia 

...  0 

...  2 

Influenza 

.  .  .  •  •  • 

1 

...  4 

Heart  Disease 

•  •  •  .  .  * 

6 

...  5 

Accidents 

.  -  i  •  •  « 

4 

...  4 

Cancer 

.  i  .  •  •  • 

5 

...  8 

The  most  noteworthy  points  here  are  the  increase  in  cancer 
and  the  larger  number  of  deaths  from  influenza. 

You  will  notice  that  Tuberculosis  accounts  for  8  deaths.  It 
does  not  seem  to  he  generally  understood  that  Tuberculosis  is  a 
disease  which  may  attack  any  organ  in  the  body,  and  that  its 
ravages  are  not  confined  simply  to  the  lungs. 

The  disease  is  now  allowed  by  most  medical  men  to  be  an 
infectious  one,  but  the  risk  of  infection  to  healthy  people  is  very 
greatly  minimised  by  dilution  of  the  germs  with  plenty  of  fresh 
air.  Hence  the  rationale  of  the  treatment  of  phthisical 
patients  by  plenty  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight. 

Of  the  68  deaths,  28  occurred  at  ages  of  65  years  and 
upwards,  and  of  these  12  were  of  persons  more  than  75  years  of 
age . 


The  number  of  deaths  under  12  months  was  seven  only,  the 
lowest  number,  I  believe,  of  which  we  have  record,  and  this 
gives  a  death-rate  of  64  per  1,000  births  registered. 

This  question  of  infant  mortality  is  one  of  the  pressing 
questions  of  the  day,  so  much  so  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  issued  a  new  analytical  table,  somewhat  on  the  lines 
of  the  details  given  to  you  in  previous  reports.  Our  own  low 
infant  mortality  seems  still  to  show  the  good  effects  of  careful 
feeding  and  general  attention,  and  Dr.  Yacher’s  leaflets,  as  sup¬ 
plied  free  by  the  Registrar,  are  still  asked  for  and  doing  a  good 
work. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  109,  as  against 
122  for  1904,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  22*2  as  against  25-4  last 
year.  The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  22-8. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

There  have  been  only  29  cases  of  zymotic  diseases  notified. 
This  not  only  contrasts  favourably  with  the  178  cases  of  1904, 
but  is  absolutely  very  low.  The  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic 
diseases  has  been  two,  viz.,  one  from  scarlet  fever  and  one  from 
diphtheria. 

In  respect  to  diphtheria,  of  the  12  cases  occurring  during 
the  year  seven  were  discovered  within  a  period  of  seven  days, 
and  were  presumably  causally  connected.  They  were  all 
between  the  age  of  nine  and  ten  years.  Six  out  of  the  seven 
were  girls  attending  the  same  school  ;  the  other  a  brother  of  one 
of  the  girls.  A  special  report  was  made  at  the  time  upon  the 
outbreak,  but  no  definite  source  of  infection  could  be  found. 
The  school  buildings  and  drains  were  examined  and  tested,  as 
were  also  the  latrines.  An  untrapped  grid,  communicating  with 
a  sewer,  was  remedied  in  the  girls’  playground,  and  other  sug¬ 
gested  improvements  were  carried  out.  All  the  seven  cases 
treated  in  hospital  made  good  recoveries.  Advantage  was  taken 
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of  the  privilege  of  the  Council  to  all  medical  men  in  the  district 
to  send  swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Manchester 
Bacteriological  Laboratory,  by  which  the  diagnosis  of  all  the 
cases  was  confirmed. 

On  hearing  of  the  second  case  the  school  was  visited,  and 
the  throat  and  nose  of  every  child  examined  on  two  occasions. 
Those  absent  were  also  visited  at  their  homes.  As  a  result  four 
cases  were  thus  discovered,  and  sent  into  hospital.  Before  leaving 
the  hospital  swabs  were  again  sent  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  and  two  cases  kept  back  which  would,  without  this 
precaution,  probably  have  been  discharged  as  well. 

Of  the  remaining  four  of  the  twelve  cases  during  the  year, 
these  occurred  five  months  later,  and  were  all  members  of  one 
family,  living  in  the  same  house.  Swabs  of  two  of  these  were 
taken,  and  the  diagnosis  confirmed. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  enteric  fever  during  the  year. 


Disinfection  and  Isolation. 

Disinfection  is  still  done  by  formalin,  and  is  found  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  quite  complete,  and  has  unfortu¬ 
nately  been  required,  as  above  said,  for  the  reception  of  the 
diphtheria  cases.  It  is  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  kept 
ready  for  immediate  occupation  on  the  shortest  notice.  In 
reference  to  this  matter,  may  I  venture  to  point  out  that  there 
is  yet  no  suitable  and  adequate  means  provided  of  conveying 
patients  from  their  homes  to  the  hospital. 

Sewage  and  Drainage. 

The  effluent  from  our  Sewage  Farm  as  analysed  by  the 
Irwell  Joint  Committee  is  reported  as  good. 

The  main  sewers  continue  to  be  flushed  with  town’s  water 
regularly  every  fortnight. 


The  ejector  at  Heatley  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and 
put  in  good  working  order9 


Anthrax. 

No  cases  of  anthrax  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 


Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

House  refuse  is  deposited  in  ashpits,  which  are  emptied  by 
the  public  scavenger  at  intervals  varying  from  one  to  two 
months,  according  to  the  size  of  the  ashpit.  Where  these  are 
usual  privies  they  form  the  receptacle  for  house  refuse*  ashes 
and  excrement.  Four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three 
such  emptyings  have  taken  place,  yielding  1,462  loads.  Ashes 
and  refuse  are  conveyed  by  Council’s  servants  to  tip.  Nightsoil 
is  carted  away  by  farmers. 


Water  Supply 

is  in  the  hands  of  a  Company,  and  is  laid  on  very  generally 
throughout  the  district  when  possible.  The  analysis  gives  a 
good  result. 


Slaughter-houses’ 

are  registered.  There  are  three  of  them  in  use,  which  are 
clean  and  well  kept. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops 

These  are  16  in  number ;  they  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  found  in  good  condition. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  a  good,  pure  milk  supply  as 
influencing  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  infant  population, 
I  would  urge  that  more  samples  of  milk  should  be  taken  for 
analysis. 
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Bakehouses. 

Of  the  12  in  use,  there  is  only  one  underground,  and  this 
is  in  good  condition  as  regards  drainage,  lighting  and  ventila¬ 
tion.  The  remaining  bakehouses  are  satisfactory. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

There  are  16  factories,  45  workshops,  and  8  workplaces  in 
the  district,  a  total  of  64. 

One  hundred  and  ninety -five  visits  have  been  made  to  these 
places,  and  the  following  points  investigated  as  suggested  :  — 

i.  (a)  Cleanliness.  Satisfactory  in  all  cases.  White¬ 

washing  well  attended  to. 

(b)  Air  space.  Above  statutory  requirements  in 

all  cases. 

(c)  Ventilation.  Well  provided. 

(//)  Drainage  of  floors  in  which  wret  processes  are 
carried  on.  There  is  one  such  place  well 
drained. 

(e)  Provision  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences 
One  such  being  defective  has  been  remedied. 

ii.  Special  sanitary  regulations  for  bakehouses. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses  is  good. 

iii.  Home  workers. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  of  these  technically  termed  “  offensive  ”  trades 
one  brick  works,  and  one  bone  manure  works  in  the  district. 
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These  works  are  situated  near  to  one  another,  about 
14-  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  village,  in  an  unpopulated 
neighbourhood,  on  the  distal  bank  of  the  Ship  Canal.  They 
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cause  no  nuisance. 

Generally  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  is  good. 

We  have  noted  with  pleasure  a  growing  disposition  on  the 
part  of  tenants  of  large  houses  in  the  district  to  have  their  drains 
annually  tested.  Drains,  like  everything  else,  are  liable  to 
become  faulty,  and  when  young  children  are  exposed  to  such  a 
danger  their  parents  may  consider  themselves  fortunate  if  they 
get  off  with  only  a  pecuniary  loss,  viz.  a  doctor’s  bill. 

The  public  are  becoming  more  and  more  careful  now  in 
choosing  a  house  to  ascertain  that  the  drains  are  in  good  order. 

It  is  quite  an  ordinary  thing  now-a-days  for  the  Sanitary 
Authorities  here  to  be  consulted  in  the  matter. 

For  my  own  part  I  should  like  to  see  every  house  licensed 
(like  hackney  coaches,  ’buses,  &c.)  for  so  many  adults.  Such  a 
plan  would  soon  do  away  with  over-crowding  and  all  its  attendant 
miseries  and  diseases. 

May  I  again  take  this  last  opportunity  of  thanking  Dr. 
Yacher,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County,  for  his 
many  kindnesses  and  courtesy,  in  helping  and  advising  me  upon 
all  occasions  whenever  I  have  been  in  doubt  or  difficulty,  as  also 
Mr.  Mort,  our  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  ready  co-operation  has 
done  so  much  to  lighten  my  labour,  and  further  the  sanitary 
welfare  of  the  district. 

We  remain. 

Yours  sincerely, 


D.  C.  M.  LUNT. 

EDWAED  MEYER  DE  JONG. 
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TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at 
all  ages. 

Deaths  under 
one  year. 

1895 

1  5686 

122 

86 

17 

1896 

5600 

132 

76 

29 

1897 

5600 

110 

67 

18 

1898 

5700 

181 

70 

21 

1899 

5812 

118 

80 

20 

1900 

5312 

117 

68 

11 

1901 

4707 

123 

67 

13 

1902 

4707 

114 

64 

8 

1908 

4750 

102 

58 

8 

1904 

4800 

122 

67 

12 

Averages  of) 
Years  1895  - 
to  1904. 

5217 

119 

70 

15 

1905 

4900 

109 

63 

7 

12 


TABLE  III. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small -pox 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever 
Typhus  fever 
Enteric  fever 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever  .. 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague 
Measles 


At  all 

!  Ages. 


Totals 


12 


6 

6 


29 


rd 

a 
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At  Ages — Years. 


id 
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P-3 
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-4-> 


11 
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65  and  upward: 


TABLE  IV. 


Deaths  in  ok  belonging  to  whole 
District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death.  I 

All 

Ages. 

Under 
|  1  year. 

1  and 

j  under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

I  under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox  ... 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

Measles 

•  ♦  ♦ 

. . . 

•  .  - 

.  .  . 

. . . 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

Whooping-cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
croup 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Croup 

. . . 

•  •  • 

|  Typhus 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

Fever  l  Enteric 

(  Other  continued  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Epidemic  influenza 

4 

.  .  . 

... 

2 

2 

Cholera 

Plague 

2 

•  •• 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

. . . 

... 

Puerperal  fever 

. . . 

. . . 

Erysipelas  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

•  *  * 

3 

culosis)  ... 

4 

1 

1 

Other  tubercular  diseases  ... 

4 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease.  . 

8 

. . . 

5 

o 

Bronchitis  ... 

8 

. . . 

•  •  • 

8 

Pneumonia... 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

.  •< 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respi- 

•  •  • 

•  •  4 

*  •  * 

•  •  • 

ratory  organs 

Alcoholism  ) 

8 

•  .  • 

... 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

Venereal  diseases... 

.  t  . 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

2 

2 

•  *  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  * 

.  .  . 

parturition 

... 

Heart  diseases 

o 

2 

!> 

Accidents  ... 

4 

.  .  . 

o 

j-j 

... 

2 

Suicides 

1 

.  .  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

1 

All  other  causes 

19 

2 

6 

11 

All  causes 

68 

7 

2 

5 

1 

20 

28 

Total  Deaths  in 
Public  Institutions 
in  the  District 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES,  AND 

HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  ... 

48 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
WORKSHOPS... 

185 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

12 

Homeworkers’ Premises... 

... 

... 

Total  ...  ... 

195 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 
Want  of  cleanliness... 

Want  of  ventilation... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors . 

Other  nuisances 


Sanitary 

accommodation 


i 


insufficient 

unsuitable  or  defective., 
not  separate  for  sexes  .. 


Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
houses  (s.  101)  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bake-houses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers  (s.107) 
Giving  out  work  to  be  (  unwholesome  (s. 
done  in  premises  -J  108) 
which  are  (  infected  (s.  110)  " 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in 
premises  infected  by  scarlet  fever  or 

smallpox  (s.  109) . 

Other  offences 
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3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories —  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(a-133)  .  A 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  )  ,T  ...  TT  „  _ 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  asremedi-/^otlfied  HM-  Inspectors 
able  under  the  Public  Health  >„ 

Acts,  but  not  under  the  Fac-  {  -^ep01^  (ef  action  taken) 
tory  Act  (s.  5)  J  sent  to  Inspectors  .. 

Other  . 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In 

use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Homework  : — 

Lists  of  Outworkers  (s.  107)  : — 

Lists  received 

.  _  _  (  forwarded  to  other  Authorities... 

Addresses  of  outworkers  J 

i  received  from  other  Authorities 

« 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  : _ 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises 

(s-  108) .  . . 

Cases  of  Infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises 
Ordeis  piohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (s.  110) ... 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

=4-1  Xfl  '  i 

O  ci  CD  £ 

CO  ^  73  ^  .  ( 

^  ^  f-t 

i  “  a  *  2 


Number. 


Number  of 


Wearing 

Apparel.  Other. 


45 


0  ~  £ 

•S-*  *  =2  53 

* 

as  ?  0  s 

H 

KH 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

45 

EDWARD  MEYER  DE  JONG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January  2nd,  1906. 
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TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF  YEAR’S  WORK. 


Privies  and  Ashpits  Emptied  . . .  4453 

Loads  of  Contents  Removed  . .  ]  462 

Privies  Altered  or  Reconstructed  . . . . 20 

Defective  House  Drains  Rectified  or  Re-laid  . .  43 

Samples  of  Water  Analysed  .  6 

Premises  Disinfected  . 14 

Certificates,  New  Houses . 28 

Canal  Boats  Inspected... . 72 

Absence  of  Certificates  .  2 

Certificates  not  identifying  Owner  with  Boat .  4 

Rectified  as  above . 2 

Copies  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies’  Regulations  distributed 
throughout  the  district  . . . 

Old  Well  in  Pepper  Street  closed. 


(Signed)  J.  MORT, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector 


